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RED and BLACK men 


I want to feel strong 
and I don’t want to feel tension ** 

with men at meetings - 

I summing up and T 

introducing 

allowing us the occasional interjection 
so as not to seem too dominating. 

Red and black men 

carrying banners. Accommodating feminists 
because we give them such a tediously rough ride 
if they don’t. 

• — -s They fuck the system - 

see who can go to jail most often - 
then come home to fuck us 


And I don’t want the old excuses - 
that I’m’invertedly’sexist’ 
for saying this. I am sick to deathi 
of all those apologies 
and guilt. 


He says he wants to learn to respect women, 
and to show love, when he feels it, 
for men, 

and I’m sure he means it 
but still I get scared and sit rigid, wary, 
small talking 
when I’m alone with him. 


Red and black men - 
so many of whom don’t seem to want to hurt 
still want a finger in our pudding. 


I don’t want to be part of 
of an alternative structure • 
with women as ’pillar of strength’ foundations 
with men perched firmly at the top. , 

ghat’s what I’m living with already 
and I don’t like it much, t-: - ‘ 


And they're always saying that they're "trying so 

so hard." . . ^ 

Well they don't have to 'try' not to be racism, 

not to eat meat y'-.fjr? r-ffri ; 

not to be rich ■ ■ > . 

or 'try' to struggle against the bomb ! 

They just get on and do it ! - 

But ask them to give up ' 5.; . . 

their own personal power, and the excuses 
come flooding. 7 -;v„ w • -■ ■ ■ 

They've got too much to lose. 




It's taken us years 
to get what little we've gol, 
and it isn't a lot, 

We won't wait for our freedom 
till after their revolution, 
We demand it now - 


it is the most fundamental 
and challenging struggle - 
and if they can't handle it 
then we don't need them. 


us - 




They see, like we know/ ... . .. 

that we do what we do so well, . 

but they demand to be let in on the secret 

and use 'separatist' as an insult. 


















NOTHING TO LOSE 

My parents were not particularly well off, but I grew 
up in a middle class area, in the country, and went 
to a ' good school '. I was priveleged, a fact I was 
never aware of until I lived in more deprived areas 
later on. Most middle class people stay middle class, 
they never see how the vast majority of people in this 
country are forced to live - people die of hypothermia, 
bad medical care and even malnutrition in this 'caring, 
civilised society'. The middle class and the rich believe 
and perpetuate the lies they read, keeping them fat, 
blameless and self-righteous. Without the poor they couldn 

be rich. 

They never taught me about Trade Unions at school. They 
never taught me how to sign on, what I was entitled to. 

They taught me how to get married, taught the boys how to 

get richer and get the prettiest wife. They taught me how 

not to get VD by not having sex, but they never taught me 

how to love a woman. And they taught me how to go to university 

because women are allowed to get rich these days too (sexua 

equality you see l). Even the Bible took second place to 

the chequebook. 

I used to be ashamed about living where I,did, it wasn't 
'right on' to be middle class. I used to be embarrassed about 
my lack of working class credibility. Now I am just bitter 
about the blind arrogant people I met where I lived. 50p in 
a tin for Ethiopa and £50 on a new dress (whilst people in 
this country live for two weeks on £50). That was their grasp 
on reality'. I have seen old people on state pensions give 
£5 or £10 to the miners - that's reality. People who can 
barely feed themselves supporting each other, whilst so much 
money in this country is greedily squandered. 

I feel that the miners strike has worked as a catalyst lor 
a lot of realisation amongst poorer people of just how 
they are exploited. It's easier to look at poverty and 
struggles overseas and judge the situation from afar, bu' 
things are getting worse and worse in this country for 
more” people. The state knows very well how many people 
distrust it and how many people are working against it. We 
don't need it but it needs us . The people I grew up side 
by side with when I was younger couldn't challenge the 
state because they had too much in the way of wealth, 
status and security to lose. The poor have nothing, and as 
more and more of our rights are being eroded away we have 
to stop clinging to the state and see that we have 

nothing to lose 
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Dying yea in a Man 's World 


I am an ocean' fy ' / { \ ( I 

That has long since dried salty 
And split in two. ' / f! { 1 . 


Vt] Iwas lined with wavering fronds / j \ | 

A And dancing sea shadows. Fish, j / . ! / . I 

Shimmering and playing, \ ! n j' \ 

Are now rotting, lying stiff and bent.' -k 

i \ \ i 

* ’ Blades of seaweed jf> 

Dried grotesquely. Twisted / S 

And hard, caked with salt and sulphur, l 
> Dead. / 

A deep-frozen mat of sharp edges 
To slice at your feet v* ; 

( Should you dare to trample me again. ; 


/ A mermaids purse 

/ Once squishy and bursting forth 

/ Pale marbles full of life 

J / /Has cracked and split open. y 

f / / Dried peas, dead dog-fish eggs 

if / Crumble in your fist. 

/ / J / / 

Marring against my soft, shifting sands 

Something tried to force a way in, 

To bury itself and its acid pollution in my dying, 


You were like the exploding harpoon /' 

In my careless affectionate belly. / 
Explosive, / 

The phallic thrill of ending a life so gentle 
As my guts gave way ^ / / / 

To your fiery thrusts. / / / 

Sea menl ' / .. 

Rapers of my cool waters. / / 

Vile slaughterers of the meek. 

We should have drowned you long ago 
Whilst there was still clean water in us. 























TREATMENT OF WOMEN 
BY MALE DOCTORS 


There are far too many male doctors in areas where women are treated. 

The two areas considered the worst are gynaecology and anti-natal clinics. 

In both these clinics, the majority of doctors are male. 

They examine women every day with a general (disregard for their 
feelings. Especially whre there are teaching hospitals, when it is taken as 
accepted for six or seven male students are in attendance. 

I have had four children and have had at least one bad experience with 

each child. While expecting my second child, I was asked if the baby was 
planned, when I replied in the negative, but explained that I was very happy over 
the pregnancy I was informed in no uncertainterms that it was time I 
considered taking contraceptives . I was given the impression that I had no right 
becoming pregnant. 

Mien I went to my first anti-natal appointment over my third child six months 
after my second child had died in a cot death, I wss told in around about terms 

that I may have caused my childs death, because I had chosen to bottle feed him 

rather than breast feed.Whilecarrying my fourth child I nearly lost him many 
times and so spent a lot of time in hospital.There I was exposed to the perils 
of student doctors and those that trained them.My first experience was with a junior 
doctor who felt it his duty to discharge me everytime he examined me. Despite 
the fact that his senior would admit me within days, in premature labour.After 
threee months of spemding three days in hospital and three days at home, he finally 
got the r ssage.The registrar of my Aoctor also male, was not much better in his 
own way.He once remarked in my presence, that he found it amusing to see the women 
in his care struggling to read their cards after he had vM'ec.e.vvin them. He also 
mentioned that he liked to write in a hand as illegible as possible, just to see their 
faces as they attempted to.read. That same Doctor showed students how to examine 
a woman who had a tendency to go into premature labour. He showed them this on me. I 
had just been admitted in premature labour for the ninth time.He hurt me so much 
that I jumped away.He laughed and said that's what happens, not very nice for 
the woman in your care.I agree totally with him. 

A woman today told me of her experience with a male doctor.While in labour 
with her legs strapped up, putting her in a humiliating position.The doctor came in 
to examine her wearing Wellington boots. She said she felt like an animal on a farm. 

When I requested a sterilisation, I was irritated first to learn tWt my 
husband had to sign a permission form. Surely it is my body, and therefore 
my right to decide what must be done with my body. My husband was willing to allow 
me to have this operation. I was asked no less than nine times if I still wanted to go 
go through with it. Do they believe men are the only ones capable of making a decision 
and sticking to it? 

After my sterilisation I discovered that I was having a lot more pain with 
my periods and that they became more irregular and heavier. I am still losing clo'ts 
two years later.Other people I have spoken to that have had the operation have 
said the same thing. One doctor told me that it was the sterilisation that had 
cause it, and a lot of women experienced these problems after a sterilisation. If this 
If this is really so why do the doctors not tell us when we ask for a sterilisation? 
If I had known that I wouls receive these problens, I may well have decided against 
the opperation despite contraceptives not working in my case. I had to go into 
hospital a few weeks ago for a scrape and for them to have a look inside me to see if 
they could fin the problem.While in hospital I learnt something that persuaded me' 
to have no faith in hhe resulting decision that there was nothing wrong. One woman 
had had seven such examinations ; the first six of which nothing was found 

The seventh showed so many growths on her womb that cauterisation would not.do, 
she had to have a complete hysterectomy. 
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Can you tell me what prompted you all to get together and begin to organise things 

time w2 had f anythlng n to ckTwi Site's trike 'Se^went'and^-i-l* 1 line ’ that 103 the 111-31 
line In the cold and we thought it was «!l ?® hJ “if 1 " the »>en on the picket 
food and fundraising and we had nowhere SO we went out collecting 

club there was going to be ameeSmS ±t^t £??* W? w f a P plied the youth 
there two striking miners in to-=> nub -w u fh by authories because 

So the women took tSiHlSt was supposed to be held. 

forced them to hold a emergancy meeUng" In the phh ? h S \Vn n at the youth club which 
the village hall and said £ ciuld uS£hf 28 “ SSnXre^sS^ 



Hows the dispute affected you? ■ Do you W voihave 



1 « tf say J^'a 

gu^’ha^a^rS^ % FT ^ 

have got my own person irihere. i'have found^hat’thS 3 mUm not just a wife i 
exicitmg that i can use tha* — r i - at that as becorae real to to me and its 

We have become more politic^" ca ^ voice my own opinons and its really great — 

not just ourselves , “ a! '° more aware °f other peoWe stnSSrii, 

Chile, Nicaragua places like that, ~~ ~ ^ " 0IG7ien women to people in other countries • 

that can stond Sp^ald^cLhted^^t^^i^t Us pe ° ple like us 

m other peoples their struggle is ou^trW?^ te rifiht ? ot Just in our struggle but 
community then its up to us~to try and J^thi lf W f W f nt a bet ter world a better 
and think what can we do we are%t h^eS^wKS^VS- Bef ° re We Use to sib back 
But now we can do something and even to the in i 6 n ° b ? dy really what can we do 
m your dustbins yourselves so that thev r?n S? 1 thlrm ?S s llke dustbin liners you put 
one dustbin lorry, the men i^ ti£aboS irtv sTVM,^ and a half “^ d 
h, 1 ^ K We know thafc theres is i mein we can chuck om* W £5 theres ^ nothing we can do about 
mers and then there no good and' then they are JiS to Sve^toi^a^Sr 


mtUKmm I mmmamm- ■ n , sin0 . around a very per 

Has a group of women coming together for the first time an o ~ ° an d glaring 

oral and polictical issue, do you feel you are learning from each 
things from each other?. ' --— 



intn y iii?wi naly 'c I ? link its been a very g°od experience for us, brought us out 
Smunitv and lS n fw? thlngS , as | onen as womens groups. That we can go out into the 
srri-i y , . e i n ? s wcrk * nave a H joined the Labour Party and the womens 
section and getting thuings moving for our community and its really strengthening 



Do you think the miners appreciate what, you are doing-( or is that a stupied question' ) 


s5?rSed a? to“Sng t we°Sre. thelr ' ^ ; to W ° metl Can think *** ara 

th2r n w.ft and e chlWren toTC alWayS be * bTOUSht up to thlnk th ^ tove S 31 to 3u PP°rt 






^Sing%^^ly but with our f 


Well one particular incidant i was walking down to the picket line, the picket line is = 
set back slightly and there was a police van parked further down the road and i saw two police, 
mae drive into the group of pickets, pull one man out they dragged him around to the back 
of the van and beat the hell out of him.If the other pickets had of seen it there would 
of been all hell let loose and then it would of beenVIOLENCE AT BLIDWQRTH,PICKETS GONE 
MAD. They do not snow the pnovation that there is before hand if .i saw a a friend or somebody 
even closer being arrested or being dragged out and being beaded up i would go crazy ' < 

Its just ridiculous some of the things we have seen and experienced. 

The police have broken into here we had a arrest outside and one of the lads. got away and the 
police burst into here there was OAPS having their dinners,their was also two women holding the 
door and one had a baby in her ■arms the other women was only fourteen and was very 
frighted..The police burst the door open and hurt the young arm, she had to have 

hospital treatment, we took her down to casuality belonging to the h'CB'and they would not treat 
her.So we had.to drive miles to gtet her to a hosptical. 



to work and they 

he are not bothered, tne* are here to protect the scabs that ate going uj 

>ave told-us that.Tie are not here for,our benefit not here ,to protect ua it we g _ 

.ntimadated- and we are the minority we aee not the majority here by way- d 

in their hands wav 1 H&* tnain at you kissisg them. . 

“lo?Tf ttTwbinSt lot their- children play with ours.My dad walks ^ everyday^and 

sees his grand kids in here and my little boy waves to h m and . shoes or 

never even ask if we are alright for a slice of or xf bottr the tetg have got shoes or 
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Can you tell me exactly what happened when the voillage was cut of into a state of seige? 


We had got yorkshire pickets saying with us they came down on the may march they had not had 
much success down here over the weekend so they going home on the thursday so we all 
went fora drink Wednesday night. While we were out the police came in and out the pub 
checking, so then we went home for cofffee. We were discussing going and meeting their 
famillies and experienceing the atmostphere of solidarity that they have got up there. 

One of the lads went out to get some bread and came back and said that the garden was swarming 
with police with flash lights and that some of them wer* in our houses and in the tents 
where the yorkshire pickets were staying. 


We went out to investigate what was going on and the police were coming through my back 
g^te with a flashlight and we asked them what they were doing and they said they had come to t 
check a distuurbance and then they went on to asking us Questions like We believe you are put - 
ting up yorkshire pickets.We said yes we are what has it got to do with you we can put up 
who we want to, they wanted to know how many and we would not tell than.After a while of 
talking to us they ushered us up the drive way to get us on the public highway, as soon as th> 
the union offical from yorkshire stepped on to the causeway on our drive they moved to 
arrest him. The picket ran and got away from them and ran into the middle of the road and 
we shouted at him get over the wall, he ran around a car to jump over the wall but more 
pilice grabbed him gave him some fist he ended up with two broken ribs and a broken 
nose, they chuck him in the van and sped of. All the lads that were in the house came out 
to see what was going on, there was van loads and van loads of police they got out and 
begin to line up across the road with thier backs to the wallwith roit gear on helmets 
chinstraps and everything it was really terrifying. We tried to ring out of the village 
to get some help and everytime we rang the digits we got 999 what service to you want 

or we got police messages. In the end we rang our union man who lives on the same road as us 
but a further down 


“ E S °Ln Ut ? f bed SOt dressed ^ looked through the window and saw about 
200 or 300 police marching down the road in milatar>y stlyle. It was scarelv 
che whole village was cut off * 

They had road blocks either side of our streets so we could not of got out 
even if we had wanted toowe just went back into the house and locked the 
door and stayed there untill the morning when they had gone. The BBC 
cameras came down and took interviews, we went to the centre and fed the 


men and then went to watch the 1 oclock newsto see the reported outcome 
because we knew it would be one sided.We were a bit surprised that our 

had come across, after the news i went out side to ask my neighbour 
if she had seen it.The vans had arrived again with loads of police in 
themthey came down my drive and i asked them to leave,he just pushed me 
to one side and said to the yorkshire pickets"i want you you and you to 
get out onto the roadway beside your cars nd i want all your legal 
documents date of birth, where your were born address everything.I said to 
the lads do not do it get into the house and shut the door,the police 
officer said i have to get a warrant so i said get a warrant and then they 
went.It was really frightening,i have never experienced anything like it 
before in my life.it was our i would imagine Poland or Irelandto be.If it 
was Poland this goverment would be in uproar but because it waa in this 
country it was perfectly ok because it was their orders you seet they are 
hypocrites. 


when the camera men asked the police about the epsiode they said they did 
not have any detials they did not know any thing about it,the Belgrano 
they had lost a lot of things.They lose their memories its the same in 
the courts there is no justice at all,the police can stand up there and 
tell bare faced lies and the magistrates know they are lying and we come 
out found guilty all the time. 


police have no comment but the villagers are not likely to forget 


Women Against 

Pit Closures 

^’sTORpifaSSuREs - 

SAVE OUR COMMUNITIES 

ORGANISE A ~ 

VISIT TO A 
NEARBY PIT 


Invite a 
speaker from 
Women Against 
Pit Closures 
to your 

women's group 
or college 


COLLECT: Baby things (baby 
milk and Heinz tins, disposable 
nappies/liners,, rusks, cereals, 
cotton wool, soap, talc etc); 
tinned food, toiletries, tampons 
and sanitary towels, toothpaste; 
household necessities. 


Will you ever give in to the goverment proposels? 


go no way we will all die first the more they throw at us the stronger we 
become,keep throwing it fylaggie because we will catch it! 

Will you go back to the way you were before the strike? 

No never i do not think we can we have learn to much,the things we have learn 
have educated us so that we are differant people we have got differant 
thoughs we know that there are struggled going on and we know that we can do 
it.It will be very difficult for us to go back,we get frustrated because 
we want other people to know how we are suffering and want the truth out 
so therefore we want to help other people in there struggles 


TO GET THE TRUTH OUT AND LET PEOPLE KNOW. 
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I AM A HUMAN BEING 
DO NOT SHIT ON ME 
DO NOT ERODE 
WHEN I FEEL STRONG 

THANKYOU 



THE OFFENDING ARTICLE 


Substitutes for human love. Less risky than a human 
relationship. And when the''affair' is over you can 
always put your pet 'to sleep'. An affair of convenience. 
The convenience of the dominent species. 

Capture. Domesticate. Exterminate. 

alongside the exploitation of animals for laboratory 
experimentation, the pet and petfood industry is 
enormous, feeding off our alienation from each other. 
Sentimentalizing animals to fit in with our deprivation 
and need for love, physical contact, and control. 

So the prettiest and most appealing pets are fed and 
pampered in return for companionship and obedience. 

Where have we heard that story before - the Miss World 
contests ? The pretty docile pets of male sexist fantasy 
Capture. Domesticate. Exterminate. 

A new girl every year. A new wife every seven year itch. 

And the Nazis who selected the pretty Jewish girls for 
their brothels in the concentration camps. They murdered 
the old and ugly. Discarded them to use their bodies 
for soap, lampshades and even to feed their guard dogs. 

I was a young girl child in the second world war. All men 
were soldiers. I couldn't tell from their almost identical 
khaki uniforms which were 'ours' and which w e 'theoierrty'. 
Some of them came home on leave and mingled their tales of 
fighting on the front with snickering stories about the 
reputed brothels of Port Said, where the prostitutes were 
on offer side by side with donkeys, who were screwed and 
abused just like the women were. Extra extra thrills and 
treats....! couldn't understand the Hot—eyed glances and 
laughter at these stories. I was frightened. I am still 
frightened. 

And of course male military macho ethics approved of these 
brothels rather than encourage homosexual contact between 
the ranks. Military regimes are terrified of love developing 
between soldiers. Balls must mean toughness and courage. But 
the bullet rips through and reveals the vulnerability 
of male flesh. Almost as tender as a woman ? Almost 
as vulnerable ? They dare not admit that possibility. 

Listen. Butchers are men. The master race. MANipulators. 
TorMENtors. MANufacturers of meat. Think about it. You 
rape and plunder the entire range of living creatures. 

You train the young to follow in your footsteps by word 
and by deed. Give up your knives. Take instead the 
vulnerability of your own body, your fragile penis. 

Cherish love between man and man. Learn the tenderness 
of your own genitals before you carelessly penetrate the 
bodies of young and fertile girls. Learn first the 
mysteries of contraception and love and respect. In Ahs 
meantime do not be surprised if the rest of rise up 
and turn against you. We can invoke nightmares of revenge 
worse than you can imagine. And in the Oame of life she v/ill 
take up her knife, and, castrating, will avenge even the 
least laboratory rat that, discarded, ends up in the tin 
of PAL you may feed your pet tomorrow morning. 
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THE BEST IN FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT AT FOXES VIDEO CLUB 

SO GOES THE SCRIBE 

MALE ENTERTAINMENT 
MALE PLEASURE 




NOT MINE 
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS PERCIEVED AS JLO_R_M_A_L_ 
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